Tardive diskinesia: a clinical interpretation.
This paper discusses various clinical conditions with oral diskinetic movements and proposes, on the basis of clinical evidence, an interpretation of drug-induced oral diskinesia as a conditioned response to local aversive stimuli related to drug use (local side effects), or other factors such as missing teeth and ill-fitting dentures. There is an accompanying anxiety associated with the aversive stimulus or with difficulties in verbal expression, as in the case of brain damaged patients. The diskinetic movements are initially Voluntary movements aiming at removing the aversive stimulus (stage of voluntary movements). If they succeed in reducing the accompanying anxiety, the reduction of anxiety reinforces the diskinetic response. In a subsequent stage, these movements lose their laborious voluntary quality and become automatic (stage of automatic movements). In a final stage, the diskinetic movements become instrumental in reducing anxiety in the absence of the aversive stimulus (stage of instrumentalization). The question is raised whether drug-induced oral diskinesia can be placed under the general rubric of tics, as a special drug-induced form of it.